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July 6, 2016
An Appeal to Advocates - Don’t Legitimize the Surveillance State
On June 7, 2016 the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors passed the “Surveillance Technology and
Community Safety Ordinance” related to the “Board approval requirement for the acquisition and operation of
surveillance equipment, and for a related surveillance use policy.” Increasingly advocates are facilitating the
passage of ordinances that would create “transparency and oversight” as a way to ease the harms of the state
surveillance. Though the Stop LAPD Spying Coalition understands the good faith effort by these advocates to
seek recourse against the surveillance state through such ordinances; historic and current realities suggest that
Santa Clara County is setting a troubling precedent of legitimizing state sanctioned surveillance, spying, and
infiltration by passing this ordinance.
The Stop LAPD Spying Coalition’s position is grounded in the human impact of military-style surveillance
technology and programs in the United States. These programs have disproportionately scapegoated and
targeted poor people, immigrants, people of color, Black communities, LGBTIQ folks and other oppressed
people.
The Santa Clara County and similar ordinances, even under the strictest of oversight, are hurtful in the long run
due to numerous reasons including:







Fundamentally, the existence of such an Ordinance acknowledges, legitimizes and fuels the use of
surveillance technologies against our communities;
They create openings for even more resources, programs, and tools that surveil and gather information
on us and divert more funds toward policing;
Such ordinances must be examined in the context of Mission Creep - or the gradual expansion of the
state surveillance, spying and infiltration super-structure. For example, the Santa Clara County
ordinance grants law enforcement explicit exemptions if “exigent circumstances” necessitate the use of
expanded surveillance capabilities;
Once in place and incorporated into routine police work, such ordinances and their implementation
become much more difficult to abolish;
Surveillance technologies should not be seen in isolation: Police departments have created massive
architectures of surveillance collecting data through both human and electronic based surveillance
programs.

This Ordinance and others like it ask our communities to compromise their human rights and to negotiate with
the Police State and the “Oversight Bodies” that rubber stamp police practices under the false pretense of
privacy and civil liberty protections. Claims to privacy and civil liberties remain elusive for Black and Brown
communities especially in a period of increasing evidence of racial profiling resulting from the use of
intelligence technologies and programs. In January 2015 the LAPD’s Inspector General audit of the Suspicious
Activity Reporting (SAR) program, a counter-terrorism program, revealed an overwhelming adverse impact on
Los Angeles’ Black community. Similarly, close examination of predictive policing, another counter-insurgency
tool, is increasingly becoming apparent as proxy for racial profiling with devastating impact on Black and poor
communities.
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The Stop LAPD Spying Coalition was founded five years ago to dismantle the Los Angeles Police Department’s
(LAPD) use of surveillance, spying, and infiltration technologies and tactics targeting marginalized communities,
and social movements. We invite advocates seeking to reduce the reach of state surveillance programs and
others organizing against the surveillance state to join in our efforts to demand:
1. Total prohibition on the acquisition of any new surveillance technology or development of surveillance
program;
2. Immediate abolition of any and all current use of surveillance technology and programs;
3. Full disclosure on the use of surveillance technology and programs since their inception including informing
individuals and organizations who have been targeted;
4. Full reparations for individuals and organizations whose civil and constitutional rights have been violated;
5. Immediately cease all funding for state surveillance programs and divert those resources to invest in the
health and well being of our communities. We urgently need more investments in public housing, education,
health centers, youth development programs, healthy food, and steady employment – factors that promote real
public safety.
The Stop LAPD Spying Coalition joins communities across the United States in organizing against racist police
brutality and systems of oppression that foster state violence, and the continuing marginalization and murders
of Black and Brown people. Reforms will not radically change institutions, such as jails or police departments,
whose flaws are built-in by design; these institutions are rooted in the use of violence to preserve a social order
based upon exploitation and conquest. Change and transformation can only happen through sustained
grassroots efforts to dismantle and abolish systems of oppression. Reforms such as the Santa Clara Ordinance
reverse the work of grassroots organizing and only serve to bolster the police state.
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